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MAFKOZMIA HMEPA TOYPIZMOY 2018
Kalvotopia Kol Pn@iakog HETAOXNUOATIOMOC

ANAwaon tou Mpoé&dpou tTou MayKOLTIPIOU ZUVOECGHUOL ZEVOOOXWV,
Xdapn Aotdidn, ye TNV eukaipia tng NMaykoopiag MEpag ToupicguoL

«ZTn onuacia tTng €@APUOYNE Twv WNEIOKWVY TEXVOAOYIWV CTOV TOUPICTIKO
TOMEQ, OTIC EVKAIPIEC TTOLU SNUIOLPYOLVTAl YIO KOIVOTOMEC AUCEIC KAl OTNV
TIPOETOIUOCIO TOU KAGOOUL Yyio TO HEAAOV, €ival a@lepwpevn n Maykoopia
Huépa TouplopoL 2018, mov ylopTAaleTal oTIg 27 ZentepPBpiov.

O1 @etvoi  eoptacpoi, uLMO Tov TITAO «Kawotopia kol Wn@okog
METAOXNUATIOPOG», ATTOTEAOUV Hia KOAN €UKAIPIO a@EVOC yia va avadeixOei n
OULMPBOAN TOU TOLPICHOL CTNV AEIPOPO AVATITLUEN KAl AEPETEPOL yia va d0OEi
€U@aon OoTIC OLVATOTNTEC TIOU TIPOCEPEPOUV CTOV TOUPICHO Ol YNPIAKEQ
TEVXVOAOYIEC, OTIWG N TEXVNTI VONUOoUVN, Ol WYN@IOKEC TIAATPOPUEG K.J..

Agv  LTAPXEL OaU@IBOAI OTI TPEMEL VA  KOTOVONOOULUE KOAUTEPO  TIC
OUEAVOUEVEC OIKOVOUIKEG, KOIVWVIKEG Kol TEPIBOANOVTIKEG ETUTITWOEIC TNG
TEXVOAOYIOC Kal TNEG KAIVOTOMIOC, WOTE O TOUPICTIKOC TOPEAG VO GUUPBAAEL TN
Biwoun Kal ogPopo avantuén, OMwWC OAMOTUTIWVETAlI CTOUC OTOXOUG TwWV
Hvwpévwv EBvov.

O Maykoéopiog Opyaviopog Touplopol Bewpei TNV MPOodo TNG WnNEIOKNAg
TEXVOAOYIOC KAl TNV KAIVOTOMIO KAEISI yio va ouvALAGCTEL N cLVEXNC AVATITUEN,
pME évav TIO BIWCIPO Kal LTTEVOLVVO TOLPICTIKO TOPEA. MOAD CWOTA O YEVIKOC
ypaupotéag tou UNWTO, Zurab Pololikkashvili, avédelie oe mpoo@atn
ONAwWGN TOL OTI, METAEL GAAAWV, O WN@IOKA TIPONYMEVOC TOUPICTIKOC TOUEQC
TIOPEXEI EVKAIPIEC YIO OTIOTEAECHATIKI] GUUMETOXH, €VOUVAPWON TNG TOTIKNC
KOIVWVIOC Kol KAOAUTEPN SlOXEiIpIon Twv TOPWV.



O1 eoptacuoi @Aogevouvtal @Eto¢ otnv Ouvuyyapia, pio xwpa pe oTaBepn
OVATITUEN OTOV TOPEN TOU TOUPICHOU KOl TIPOCOVATOAICHUEVI] OTO WNEIOKO
MEANOV. EKONAwOoEIC yia TNV Maykoopia MEpa TouplopoL Ba yivouv Kal o€
GAANO PJEPN TOUL KOOGHOUL. ZTOV E€TIONUO €0PTACHO Oa yivel Kal n avoKoivwaon
TWV NPI-@IVOAIOT Tou 1°° dlaywviopov UNWTO Tourism Startup, mou &gkivnoe
ardo to UNWTO kal tnv Globalia yia tnv mpoBoArn KavoTOPwVY 10wV, IKAVWV
VO @EPOLV TNV E€MOVACTOCON OTOV TPOTIO HPE TOV Ofmoio Ta&ldeVOVUE Kal
OTIOAQUPBAVOULE TOV TOUPIOUO.

H touploTikn Blognxavia amoTeAEi dlaxXpoVIKA Evav Ao TOUC CNUAVTIKOTEPOUG
TIVAWVEG OVATITLENG TNG KUTIPIOKNAC OIlKovopiag. Ol agiel touploTwy TNV
nepiodo lavouapiov — Auyouotou 2018 kateypagav avgnon 8%, o€ auveEXEla
™mM¢ avénong 14,6% TOU KOTEYpPOWE TNV OVTIOTOIXN TIEPIOdO TEPOTL,
Eemepvvtag KABe mponyoLpevn €MidOCN TIOL KATAYPAPNKE TOTE otnv KUTpo
KOTO TOUG TIPWTOUG OKTW MNVEC TOL £TOUG. AVOJIKI TACON KOTAYPAE@ETOl Kal
OTO TIOAU ONUOVTIKO KEQPAAQIO TnN¢ aAMaoXOANong KatadelkvoovTag Tnv
TEPACTIO CUMPBOAN TOL KAASOUL OTIC TIPOCTIABEIEC VIO PEiwaON TNG avepyiag. Evw
N GUVOAIKI] OTIOGXOANGCHN OTN XWPa Pog, HETa&L 2013 kat 2017 avéndnke Kata
5,5%, o1 Bfoeig epyaoiag oTnv TOULPIOTIKN Plopnxavio oavgnénkav Katd
12,3%.

Ol aplBpoi eival ciyoupa IKOVOTIOINTIKOI, OMWC N TPOCTIABEID dEV OTAMATA.
EmBaAAeTal, 1dlaitepa tTwpa Pe TN dnuiovpyia Tou Y@urmoupyeiov Touplouov,
n omoia nTav TAyI0 aitnua Kal €101ynor Mag, Vo oUVEXICOEl Ye TEPICCOTEPN
OTMOMOCICTIKOTNTA KAl BouAnon. O YnN@EOKOC MPETAOXNUATIOMOC KOl N
KalvoTouia Ba TPETEl va OVTIUETWTI(OVTal W TPOTEPAIOTNTA YIO MHio Xwpa
oTnV OTIoix 0 TOVPICHOG Bewpeital Baclkog Bpaxiovag avantTuéng.

>e pio emoxn mMou eMIPBIVOLV EKEIVOL TIOL TIPWTOTOPOUV Kal TIPocapuolovIal
OTO VEQ TEXVOAOYIKA OedOUEVA, O@EINOLPE VO BPICKOUOOTE PTIPOCTA Kol OXl
oW OTO TIC EEEAIEEIC>.

*xx

PETOC cuUTIANPpwvovTal 39 Xpovia anod TNV KaBIEpwaon NG Naykoouag
Huépag ToupiopoU. Koplog otoxog tTng Hpgpag, n ormoia yioptadstal
KABE XpOvo OTIC 27 ZemtedPpiov, €ival n avAadelEn NG KOIVWVIKNAG,
TIOAITIOTIKNG, TIOAITIKNG, TIEPIBOAAOVTIKNG KOl OIKOVOUIKNG CUUPBOANG
TOU TOUPIoCHOL dIEBVWG. H Boudameotn 6a @IAOEEVNOEL TIC QETIVEG
EOPTACTIKEG EKONAWOEIG.
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WORLD TOURISM DAY 2018
Innovation and digital transformation

Statement by the President of the Cyprus Hotel Association,
Haris Loizides, on the occasion of World Tourism Day

World Tourism Day, celebrated on the 27" of September, is devoted to the
importance of implementing digital technologies in the tourism sector, the
opportunities that emerge for innovative solutions and the sector’s
preparation for the future.

This year's celebrations, under the title “Innovation and Digital
Transformation”, constitute a great opportunity to highlight tourism’s
contribution to sustainable development as well as to emphasize the
opportunities that digital technologies such as artificial intelligence, digital
platforms etc. can offer to the tourism industry.

Without a doubt, the increasing economic, social and environmental
consequences of technology and innovation should be better understood, so
that the tourism sector can contribute to viable and sustainable
development, as this was reflected in the United Nations’ goals.

The World Tourism Organisation considers progress in digital technology and
innovation as crucial to combine continuous growth with a more sustainable
and responsible tourism sector. UNWTO’s Secretary General, Zurab
Pololikkashvili, correctly pointed out that, a digitally advanced tourism sector
can improve entepreneurship, inclusion, local community empowerment and
efficient resource management, amongst other objectives.



The celebrations this year are taking place in Hungary, a country
demonstrating a steady growth in the tourism sector and devotion to the
digital furure. Celebrations for World Tourism Day will also take place in
other places of the world. In the official celebration, the semi-finalists of the
1°® UNWTO Tourism Startup Competition will be announced. UNWTO and
Globalia launched the competition in order to promote innovative ideas
capable of revolutionising the way we travel and enjoy tourism.

The tourism industry has, throughout the years, been one of the most
important pillars of growth in the Cypriot economy. Tourist arrivals from
January-August 2018 recorded an 8% increase, following a 14.6% increase
during the same period last year. Thus in 2018, tourist arrivals exceeded any
previous record observed during the first eight months of the year. The very
significant chapter of employment has also enjoyed an increase,
demonstrating tourism’s contribution to the effort to reduce unemployment.
While the overall employment in our country increased by 5.5% between
2013 and 2017, job positions in the tourism industry increased by 12.3%.

The numbers are certainly satisfactory, however the effort will not stop here.
It is imperative, especially with the creation of a Deputy Ministry of Tourism,
which has always been our suggestion and demand, to continue with more
determination and will. Digital transformation and innovation should be
viewed as a priority in a country for which tourism is a basic pillar of growth.

In an era where only pioneers and adapters to the new technological
framework can survive, it is our duty to be leading and not merely following
developments.

**x

This year marks 39 years since the establishment of the World
Tourism Day. The Day, which is celebrated every year on the 27" of
September, aims to raise awareness on tourism’s societal, cultural,
political, environmental and financial contribution around the world.
Budapest will host this year’s celebrations.



